
Edwin Junior Saltzman
March 5, 1926 - August 20, 2023

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Edwin Junior
Saltzman. Along with the sadness, however, there is the joyful knowledge that
he is with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and that we will see him again.
Ed passed away peacefully at his home in Bakersfield on August 20, 2023, at
the age of 97. 

Ed was born to Edwin J and Harriette Pauline (Boshart) Saltzman on March 5,
1926, in Henry County, Iowa. Ed’s mother passed away when he was 3 years
old, and he spent the next few years alternately living with grandparents and
various aunts and uncles. At one time, he even lived next door to a young girl
named Lois Barquist, who would later become his wife. In fact, the story was
often repeated about how he told his Grandma Saltzman “I’m going to marry
that girl one day.” Despite being moved around from relative to relative during
these years, Ed always talked about what a wonderful and blessed childhood
he had, claiming that his Boshart relatives “spoiled him rotten”. At the age of
7, Ed's father married Zola Seberg and he later moved back to live with his
father and stepmother, and his brother, Dennis. 

 

Ed attended a number of different schools while growing up, but he eventually
transferred to Olds Consolidated High School, in Olds, Iowa, where he
became reacquainted with Lois Barquist. Knowing she was not allowed to
date until she was 16, Ed asked her out for a date soon after her 16th



birthday, and the rest is history. After graduating from high school in 1944, Ed
enlisted in the Army Air Corps with hopes of becoming a pilot. Ed remained
stateside during World War II, serving primarily in Texas and New Mexico.
After the completion of his military service, Ed moved back to Iowa with the
intention of becoming a farmer like his father. His father’s desire, however,
was that Ed go to college, so he enrolled in Iowa Wesleyan University in
Mount Pleasant, Iowa, majoring in Physics and graduating in 1950. After
completing his first year of college Ed and Lois married on June 16th, 1947. In
1951, Ed moved to California with Lois and their 2 children, Ann and David, to
work for the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (later becoming
NASA), located at Edwards Air Force Base. During the years from 1954 to
1965, Ed and Lois added to their family with Mary, Beth, Bill, and John. Ed
spent a total of 51 years at NASA, where he considered himself lucky to have
a job that he loved so much. During his tenure at NASA, Ed was involved in
many different projects, but his most rewarding projects would have to be his
work on the X-15 and his research on improving the aerodynamics and fuel
efficiency of long haul tractor trailer rigs. Ed’s work with the X-15 resulted in
many published research papers, one of which was displayed in the
Smithsonian as part of their X-15 exhibit in the National Air and Space
Museum. For his aerodynamic truck work, Ed was inducted in 2009 into the
Space Technology Hall of Fame. 

 

Outside of his work life, Ed was always active and he loved the outdoors and
hiking. Of particular note was his love of the Grand Canyon, which he
described as his favorite place on Earth. He participated in many hikes to the
bottom of the Grand Canyon with NASA friends and family members, and
participated in 3 rafting trips through the canyon. What is especially
noteworthy was his hike to the bottom of the Grand Canyon, a distance of 9.5
miles, when he was 86 years old, and his almost 300 mile canyon rafting trip
when he was 93. Ed also loved to write poetry under the pen-name of Edwin
Allen Poo, and he often talked about how much pleasure was gained from



using the creative part of his brain. After the passing of Lois in 2013, Ed
became involved with a group of friends that he referred to as “the geezers” or
“the liar’s club”, and greatly enjoyed their weekly breakfast meetings and
occasional field trips. A recent highlight of Ed’s life was his participation in May
of 2022 of an Honor Flight to Washington DC. Aside from two “Rosie the
Riveters”, Ed was the oldest World War II veteran on the trip and he felt
honored to have served his country and to have accompanied other Kern
County veterans on the flight. 

Ed was preceded in death by his high-school sweetheart, Lois, his brother
Dennis, and his son John. He is survived by the following children and their
spouses: Ann and Steve Slimp, David and Linda Saltzman, Mary and Richard
Larson, Beth and James Rothfuss, Bill and Lucy Saltzman and Janet
Saltzman. He is also survived by 15 grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren, 2
nephews 4 nieces, and many cousins. 

Our family would like to thank Dr. Alan Cartmell, Alan Thomas, PA, the staff
from CBCC, Hoffmann Hospice, and Tara Hager, RN, for providing such
excellent care to a much beloved father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. In
lieu of flowers, the family requests that any donations in Ed’s name be made
to one of the following charitable organizations: Kern County Cancer
Foundation, Hoffman Hospice, or Honor Flight Kern County.



Cemetery Details

North Hill Cemetery

3371 Wayland Road
Wayland, IA 52654

Previous Events

Celebration of Life

SEP 9. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (PT)

Redeemer Lutheran Church
2525 Belle Terrace Avenue
Bakersfield, CA

Graveside

SEP 16. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

North Hill Cemetery
3371 Wayland Road
Wayland, IA 52654
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Jan Lemley - September 08, 2023 at 06:28 PM

We are saddened by Ed's passing. We loved
his gentle spirit and kindness. Always had
interesting stories to share, poems to read
and road trips. His love of nature, what he
called "old iron" and unique restaurants,
always made for a good road trip. He so very much missed his dear
Lois, and we rejoice that they are together again - we miss his
charm and intellect and hold the memories close in our hearts.

 Good-bye dear Ed. Jan, John and Marlana

Jay Brandon - August 29, 2023 at 07:56 PM

I first heard about Ed as an undergraduate at the University of
Kansas. His grant to work on aerodynamics of cattle trucks helped
pay for my education and got me experiences such as building wind
tunnel models, doing flow visualization inside and outside the truck
(with and without cattle in the trailer), and writing my first real
technical paper that won an AIAA Student Paper award. Then later I
had the great fortune to become friends and colleagues with John,
and we could share stories of his dad and my professor (Vince
Muirhead) that John would relay back and forth with Ed. I am sorry
for your loss, and happy that Ed lived such a good life.

August 28, 2023 at 01:09 PM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Edwin Junior Saltzman.

https://www.missionfamilymortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.missionfamilymortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Lynn Heene - August 27, 2023 at 06:02 PM

I will miss his letters and the stories shared of hanging out with my
dad, Vernon, when he lived with Grandpa & Grandma Boshart. Lynn
Ann Boshart Heene

Dr. Washington - August 26, 2023 at 11:20 PM

Sending lots of love to the family at this time, my thoughts and
prayers are with you. I will miss the visits with he and his daughter-
in-law and all the conversations we shared. Dr. Washington


